CHAPTER XX
THE PROBATIONARY PATH

EASTERN books tell us that there are four means
by which a man may be brought to the beginning
of the path of spiritual advancement. (1) By the
companionship of those who have already entered
upon it. (2) By the hearing or reading of definite
teaching on occult philosophy. (3) By enlightened
reflection; that is to say, that by sheer force of hard
thinking and close reasoning he may arrive at the
truth, or some portion of it, for himself. (4) By the
practice of virtue, which means that a long series of
virtuous lives, though it does not necessarily involve
any increase of intellectuality, does eventually
develop in a man sufficient intuition to enable him
to grasp the necessity of entering upon the Path,
and show him in what direction it lies.

When, by one or another of these means, he has
arrived at this point, the way to the highest Adept-
ship lies straight before him, if he chooses to take
it. In writing for students of occultism it is hardly